Dublin Cuslle issued the following :— .

A Military Court of Inquiry, in liou of am
inquest, wus held at Longiord concerning the
deaths of Li, Commander Francis Werthing:
ton Craven, Iate R.N., 32,.0f Barvow-in-Fur
ness, & District Inspeclor in  the R.I.C.,;
Temporary  Credol, John Aldridge Houghton,
25, of Stafford, and Temporary Cadel. (eonge
Bush: 25, of Pontefract; Yorks, who. wera
killed on Febmary 2nd -in an ambush in the
Granard dietrict of Co. Longiord.

A Cadet who was with the ambughed party,
giving evidence on eath, snid that under Dis-
trict-Inspoctor Graven  thoy * Jeit Granard
nboul 2 p.n. to reburn  via ° Ballinalee to
Lougfodl., About two- miles [rom.Granand
the leading car strnck a mine and heavy fire
wns opened on them from -the left of tho
:.'It;ﬁi After a, litdle while heavy enfilade fire
was opened on them from a distance of about

twenty yards, After »ll thair ammunition
was expended 1hey were surrounded and
called upon to surrender. Tho wiltness asked
the :qql:r of the atiacking party what he pro-
posed to do with them

- ARMS TAKEN,
Savoral of the others did 1heir besl to per.
sunde him to kill them in cold blood, bul thiy
#io leader yefused to allow. The leader of
the attackers then fired n shot into the petrol
tank of the leading tender, setting it alight.
Afler the attackers had senrched them and
tuken their arms, ammunilion and some
money, they were disturbed by a rifle shot
he in the direction of DBallinalee. . Thoy
thon made off.!! Shortly aflerwards a pmty of
police appeared on the.scens and opened fire
on the attackers, but nutie were caught.
When the Auxilinries were ahle to aticnd to
their wounded they foumd DI, Craven and
T. C. Houglhton were both dead. '
" The wilnesy added thet while {they were
bing ‘disarmed Im hod a oood Jook at the
attackers and, whils nut operating in the ssine
district ihe next day he ideplified 2 man
valled Jarmes Donolice as being oiie of tha
urty who had taken part “in the ambush.
onchoe was now under arresh.
"COMMAMNDANT McKEOQN."

- Another Cadel who was with the smbuehed
party corroborated. on oath the evidence of
the provious witness, YWhen they wara sur-
rounded, e said, he noticed a man among the
atfackers wearing. asSam. Brown belt. The
witness askod him who was in charge of the

party as he wished for permission io attend
to' Lheir wounded. Tha man replied: *T am
Comnmndani, McKean." While aperaling in
the zame district the next day he wdentified a
nisn named James Donohos as being oue of
the party whe had ambashed: them on the
previous ¢day, DI Craven was bandaging
his leg when he was struck in.the neck by a
ballet. After aboul n minuta he lzy quite
still and ‘when the fight was all over they
picked him up dead. :

. Another witness who  wus - with the «am-
hushed: parly stated on oath that when they
had been foreed to surrender the leader of the
aitackers came | u? and congratulated them
on the fight they had Fut. up. He'staled ho
was Juhm McKeon. He also said he was
wiintod for murder and devied that ho haid
killed District-Inspector McGrath.

Medical evidence _was given that in. each
case the deccased police | officers died from
hemorrhage and shock  caused by hullet
wonnds, and ille Court veturnod a finding
that they were wilfully murdered by *““Com-
mandant” John McKeon, James Donohoe and
other unknown persons. The Court also’ex
pressed sympathy with the rvelatives ol the
deceazed men.
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