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Statement by Capt. James McKeon,

Rossmina House, %M? i:
Edgeworthstown, AV

Co. Longford.
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I Joined the Irish Volumteers in the early rart of the

year I9I7. My brother Seén - now Minister for iustice took

e into the Volunteers. T took no oath on 301ning and I

|was not lssued with a membership card as far as I can remember.,

Later when the Volunteers became the I.R.A. we took an oath of

|allegiance. As far as I can remember we paid a:small weekly

|
|

[

subscription towards expénses and the purchase oT equipment etc,

| Membership at the time I Joined was very small - ahout twelve

: to twenty all told. My brothers Michael, Andy and Seém'were

| members, also the Flaherty and Keenagh Brothers, the "Bun®

|McDowell Frank Davis, the "Bug" Callaghan, Seén Duffy, Seamus

|
|
|

|

Conway, Hugh Hourican and Sedn Sexton were amongst the members
that I can remember 'then. ! There was very 11tt;e drilling
or instruction given then. Some of our membergihad been in
the Volunteers before the Rebellion and had received a certain
amount of instruction. E
;

There was & Company organisatlon existing fn the Parish,
at this time, and there were Sections in other parts of the

parish as well as in ours. Things were very quiet until the

Comseription Act was passed for Ireland in.the English Parliament

Our Strength went up by leaps and bounds and very soon we were
& couple of humdred strong, When the conscription crisis was
over it soom reverted to practically the originél strength.
During the McGuinness Election.we had a busy time. We had

a march to a meeting in Longford where we got a very hostile
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reception from the wives and families cf the men who were

f
serving in the B.A. ;

; r
We had very little in the way of arms now. I know

we had one Service rifle and one .22 rifle. . By ISIS our
strength had increased slightly. We had pa%ades and
training more often now - T think twice a we%k. We got
an instructor from Dublin named Fat Garrett,;who had served
in the B.A. and he gave us instruction on thé Service rifle

and bayonet fighting as well as in drill. He concentrated

on musketry instruction and on P.T. We had;wooden guns

for training with,
|

Dgring'the I918 Elections we were all ﬁorking hard -
convaésing, guarding the polling booths andfvoting ﬁoxes
and escorting the boxes to Longford for theffinal counting.
The R.I.C. 2lso provided an ‘escort. Mick doilins visited
the area on a couple of occasions, I re@e@ber on one

occasion he was in our forge with Sedn.

Previous. to. this a Battalion organisation had come
iﬁto being. The Companies comprising the Battalion were;
"Clonbroney™, "Columeille™, "Muliinaughter*; "Killoe",

"ﬁdgeworthstown“ and separate sections in Stfeete-Rathowen.
Sedn was O/C of the Battalion. Ee had beeg previously
0/C Clonbroney Company which comprised Ball#nalee. |
Frank Davis was Quartermaster of the Battalion. .Hugh
Hourican was 0/C Clonbroney Company,- IHt?Finnegan-
Colunecille Combany, Larry Kiernan= Mulliﬁau?hter Company,
M, F. Reynolds - Kilioé Company, OKe?fﬁe ~ Bdge-
worthstown Company. Streete and Rathowen éections were

commanded by Jemes Killane and John Moore respectively,
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I think that it was when.Collins.visited our forge that we
became & Brigade in Longford. Reddington was 3rigade 0/C.
Sedn was Vice 0/C of the Brigade and also 0/C of the Ist

Battalion. Mick Heslén in Longford was appoi%ted Brigade

- Adjutant and Ned Cooney was Brigade Quartermasﬁer. I will
!

not portend to deal with the organisétion further, as I was
not then in a pogition to know about it, and will leave it
to Sedm or others who are in a position to do %o. During
I9I8 and I9I9 the I.R.A. took over the policeing of the
county. This entailed an enormous amount of %brk. 'Arrests
and detentions had to be made, and arrangement% for trials
before Sinn Féin Courts,as well as seeigg thatffhe‘decrees
of the Courts were enforced—plgs ordinary 1itiéation cases,
| i

On the €th January I920 an attack was made on Drumlish
R.I.C. barracks. This barrack was an ordinaﬁy two;stOried
detached building,which-as far as‘I can rememﬁer had sand-
bagged windoﬁs. The garrison consisted of.a Sergt. and
about four constables and a few British soldi;fs. The
attackers were mostly a selecied party from t@e Clonbroney
company and some from other units of the Battglion. We
had only one rifle, the remainder being armedgwith shot guns,
Sedn had made a mine and this'was a cart box fillad with
gelignite. With this 1t was intended o blow the gable
end out of the bullding. This mine had to be dug in
under the foundation of the wail. Seamus Conway's section,
assisted by "Nap" Farrelly and Tom Quinn werejdetailed to
cover off the upstairs windows on the gable end while the
mine was being dug in. I was in this party ahd we kept
it under continucus fire, each of us firing c;nseoutively

so that it was impossible for the members or the garrison to

approach the windows to observe what was happéning.
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The mine failied to explode and our attempt tq capture the
barracks was a failure. We threw everythiné we could get
ciose at hand, such as stones, tin cans etc.gthrough the
window. The garrison fired for all they we?e worth,
especially when we were withdrawing. We suffered no
casualties and had no losses - except the amﬁunition we
expended. Soon after this the R.I.C. evacu?ted the

barracks . {
|

The next event of importance was the aﬁtack on
Ballinamuck R.I.C. barracks. T helped in making the bombs
for this attack, but I was not brought o Ballinamuck and

|
therefore did not take any active part in the actual

attack. I remember we plucked geese to geﬁ their

feathers, The feathers were used to ensuré that the

bombs came down on their concussion head, ;

‘Previous to this it had been planned té capture
Mostrim R.I.C. barracks, This: however, diq not come off,
as when we were assembled and ready to movesinto our
attack positiéns, a squadron of the "Lanceré“'from
Longford came intc the area and we héd to wifhdraw and
disperse, No contact was made with the enémy that night,
One of our men accidently fired a: shot ang %his Prevented
us from holding on“and seeinz what the “Lanéers" would do.

Ballymahon barracks was attacked early!in August
I%20 but ggain I was not allowed to take pa%t. . The
Guard room of the top barracks in Longford ﬁad been raided
the previous night and a number of rifles a$d amnunition
secured, These were used at Baliymahon, w#ich took place
the following night. Ballymahon was a sucCess‘and an
additional number of rifles and arms and ammunition were

captured. I think that it was considered fhat.I,was too

young to take part in those operations. 5
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Previcus to these events the R.I.C. had evacuated
a large number of barracks throughout the county and
concentrated the garrisons in lafger centrqs. On one
night early in the year - T cannot remembe# the date, all
these 1dle barracks were burned. This opération,was a
country-wide one and it was the first inti@ation we had
that our organisation existed throughout the whole land.

1
Ballinalee barracks was one of the ones that was burned.
. | | |
In September I920 Arva R.I.C. barracks was captured,

This increased our armament considerably. ' I was not at

this attack either. !
On the 3Ist October I920,D.I. Kelleher was shot in
Granard and on the following day ConstablefCooney was
shot a short distance from where I live noﬁ. Cooney
had been/stationed in;Ballinalee. His wife was still
living in Ballinalee and he was seouting aﬁd Spying for
the R.I.C. As a result of these shooting# it was
feared that reprisals would be taken againét Grapard
and Ballinalee and Sedn made arrangements to meet such

a situation, I will deal only with Ballinalee in which

I was engaged,

My section under Seamus Conway and coﬁprising Early,
Sedn Sexton, Frank Farfell were in Rose Coftage, which haa
been evacuated by its owners, fearing reprisals. We
were joined here by Sedn, who was in chargé of the whole
oreration. There was another rarty of abéut seven to
ten men under Hugh Hourican at the church on the south
side of the village. The "Bug”’Callaghan]was in charge
of another small Party on the nérth side in Earlys'’.

Frank Davis was in this party. 'Seén Duffy was on the



T

—h-
Granard road with another party and M.F. Reynolds held
a pesition on the Longford side with a big paity. He
would have to deal with any reinforcements coming from

Longford which was the main military centre. . The idea
in '

was,I think, to let/the enemy, if they came into the

village and then to~hold them theré, as they would be cut
off on all sides, This plan would also allow three of
the other parties to come to our assistance i& the village.
We were all armed with rifles and one hundred%rounds of
.303. We expected the enemy to come from Gra%ard and
to halt on the hill in the centre of the village.
The local Catholic Curate came to us and T thiﬁk tried to
influence Sedn to have us withdrawn. Father ﬁunford was
his name. He failed in this and he then gave}us a
general‘ébsolution. It was a very dark and misty
night and visibility was very poor - about twe#ty yards
in the open. |
I was making tea/when Sedn and Conway camé into the
cottage., I went out with a cup of tea to the %entry.-
Frank Farrell ,who was outsidé. The rest were ail inside,
Immediately I got outside I heard the Sound of a lorry
approaching. I ran in and told Sedn that the énemy were
coming." He ran out and told Farrell to report%to Davis
and Callaghan., The lorries came in from the Géanard
direction,and contrary to our expectations turn;d nofth
towards Ballinamuck and were on Farrell'é heels as he got
to Earlys®*,. |
Jedn took us to the back of the cottage. ﬁe stood
at the gable end counting the lorries as they passed.
I had left a shot gun in the cottage and Sedn told me

- ) {
to g0 in and get it. I had to sit on the steps 'of the
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cottage while the lorries passed by. I coupted eleven
lerries while I'was there ,and at least three had

passed before I went in and some passed whi;é I was inside.
When the last one had passed I rejoined Seé% and the rest.
We then got out on to the road in the centre of the
ﬁillage.' This was only & matter of a few minutes.

Sedn Sexton and I were standing on the large stones at
the bottom of the wall and at the corner ané awaited

Sedn to give us instructions. Just then a% Auxie fi}ed
across the street at us, the bullet passing, between
Sexton and I and rebounding off fhe wall be%ween us.

Sedn and Conway fired at him with their revélvers. They
cut the gun out of his hand. We found the;gun on the
street afterwards with portion of the fleshiof his -

hand adhering to it.

1

Sedn called on the enemy to surrender,ishouting
®Surrender tc the I.R.A.YN, The response wgs a shot
fired back at us, Sedn then told us to fiie. We lay
down on the' ground ,on the crest of the hill%and opened
fire on them. They replied with rapid firé from their
Tifles and after a brief period got their m%chine guns
into action also. It was Lewis and Hotehﬁiss guns they
were using. Their fire was hitting the gfound a short
distance in front of us, the gravel kickedzup by their
bullets hitting us in the face. Their firekwas also
passing over our heads, We seemed to be Qetween the
cones of two fires, Sedn;as far as T canjremember, did

‘not lie down. I remember him walking up %nd down behind
us, encouraging us and calling on the enemj to surrender,
After about an hour of this Sedn sent Earlg, whese rifle
seemed to be giving trouble,to Houricars ' 'position at the

Church ,to get him down,with his party,tc help us;as our

ammunition was now getting low. The ?{9%? were beginning

to surround us by now. We could ﬁeil.them in the-
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plantation at the back of Rose Cottage. Sedn éent Sexton
ard I down the Longford road to outflank them ané hold them
cn this side. We had oﬁly about fifteen round% left at this
time. He told ﬁé not to use up all cur ammuntién but to hold
some and that when we were returning back to whiétle "Come
back to Erin". By this he would know it was usé e got

into position and as soon as we opened fire we céuld hear the
enemy running out of the plantation. We were j&st in time

to stop them enveloping us. We fired until we ﬁad only
three or so rounds left. We dhanged our position each time
we Tired to mislead the enemy into thinking theré was a much

bigger force there and this seemed to have worked.

When we got back to the road again we were ﬁot sure
whether Sedn and Conway and his party were dead ér captured,’
or if they were still holding the hlll at the cross-roads.

We crossed over the road and made for a point inithe village
south of the cross-roads. We got out on to the street at

a point/about fifty yvards from the cross-roads'aﬁd halfway.
between Farrells' and his, Sedn's position and Ifwhistled my
tune .+ To my gfeat delight he'replied. He ané Conway were
still holding the.hill.. 'We rejoined them-in quick tics.

Hourican and his party hadfnot come up. :

The enemy were now pulling out as we got baék to Sedn -
the last lorry was actually moving off in the diéection of
Ballinamuck, Davis a?d his party had been overrun at Barlys'
immediately the'enemy came into the village, and;did not get
into action at all. When I got to Sedn he immeaiately'sent
18 to report to my mother that we were all alive énd well,
and that no one was injured. I d4id this. On ﬁy way to my
Qothers,l met Callaghan and Davis and party, beside my own
house. They were on a hill; It was getting on for daylight

now and I could see them plainly although they céuld not see
f

me, It was a typical caée of silhouetting. T attracted them




Y

- -
and told them we were all alive and then delivered Sedn's
message to my mother. I did not return té the villager
until later in the day. The other partiee all
returned to the village. In the early pagt of the fight
Conway threw a grenade from our position. T He stood up
to throw it. He forgot there was a tree aver our
heads. The grenade struck a branch of the tree and
almost landed in our position, exploding aéd nearly
doing for ourselves. ' Luekily none of us ﬁere caught
by the splinters. It exploded about ten ﬁards in

front of us, the splinters passing over our heads.
|

Early did not deliver Sedn's message to Hburiean.
I understand he got to Hourican and told him that Davis
and Callaghan and that party had been wipe@ out - all had
been killed. Early and Gormley and another man named
Keenagh handed in their rifles that morniné and left
Tor Scotlapd that night. Hourican was codrtmartialled
for failingz to carry out his orders, but had Early's
message as-a defence., Those three men subsequently
returned to Ballinalee after 'Bloody Sunday; and with the
exceptlon of Early proved themselves to. be good men.  Thers
was I understand,an amount of 'loot' from Granard (which
the enemy had burned Previous fo cehing to Eallinalee)
picked up on the street that morning when i# became

daylight. I did not see any of it however;

After this Ballinalee was occupied by us physically
for about a month. We took over houses and the Post
Office in the v1llaoe. Sedn set up his heedquarters in
the Post Office. A1l roads leading into the village
were strongly held, Men who were on the “#un" were whole
time on service ,and these were augmented b} foiunteers

frouw the Battalion who came in and took their turn of

duty, taking over the rifles ang ammunition from the
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regulaf men. Cne day a party of military céme into the
village to take over Constable Cooney's beloggings and to
take Mrs. Cooney away. Sedn T understand seﬁt a-messagé
to them that as long as they acted peacefully} they were at
liberty to transact their business and to dep%rt in peace.
They put out sentries, and we did likewise, bﬁt nothing
untoward happened. They took away Mrs.'Coonéy and her
furniture and effects and departed, It was,f understand,
known beforehand that they were coming and we had
instructions that unless Black and Tans arriveé we were
to do no shooting, or if the militarylstartgd faiding or
looting. |
. |
It can be said that the North Longford colunn or Active
Service Unit came into official existence.at th&s time,
Segn was in charge of the column, Ambngst the{members
I can bring to mind at the moment were, Conway,iDavis,
Sexton, Callaghan, McDowell, Cooke, Brady, Gerrﬂghty,
Fat Finnegan, Jdim-Sheeran, M.F. Reynolds , dJack N@ore, from
Streete, Sedn Duff ; Nap arrelly, Tom Reilly, 1&& $ @“—*
liaeRodn, Larry Kierag‘ icheel Mulligan and myself. Others

joined the column at later periods.

After a lengthy period in Ballinalee the cofpmn
pulled outland proceeded to Ardagullion on the Grénard -
Edgeworthstown roads  The Tans were using this réad via
Bdgeworthstown to Granard and bye-passing Ballinaiee, which
was on the direct route. I was not at Ardagullién but I
know that nothing happened there. I was at home in
Ballinalee. It was the 6th December I920 and I was
cutting timber beside our forge when I heard lorriés coming.

Ky brother Andy was with me at the time. We lay down
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behind a ditch in the plantation. Each 1orry_as it
passed opened firé.on the plantation. There:was no one
there except ourselves. When they had passed by I
proceeded home to my place = Andy going to_hié place. The
plantation goes to my mother's house. As I ﬁas about to
step out on to the roed and intc the gar&en-ILsaw my
brother Michael on the road onlhis knees and'shrrounded by
Tans with their rifles pointed at him. I couid hear them
asking him where was the gun that shot constab}e Cooneye.
My mother .was on her knees also. She was praying for
Michael, I had to lie low for a while. I tﬁen crept back
through the pléntation.' I could hear Michael 'telling them
he would bring them to where the gun was., .'Hblafterwards
told me it was his intention to go in the lorr} with them
and drive them to the ambush position at Ardagﬁllion
where he knew the column was and take his chance of being
shote I crept back through the plantation and?made for
Andy's,qbuse. As T was cfossing the road, to @y surprise
1/saw Michael coming towards me - running. He:told me that

fhe Tans had released him and sent him for the éun that

shot Cooney. He came over the ditch with me. .

We_immediately sent a message to Séén at Ardagullion.
The Tans took over Farrell's shop and converted it into a
barracks. The column nowﬂpulled out of Ardaguliion and
proceeded to Drumeel, putting up at James Kieran's place.
I joined the éolumn.there and was issued with a-;ifle and
ammunition. Sedn released some of the column t? have a
rest for a while as they had a very strenuous time at
Ardgullion, the weather being very unfavourable.§ He dilvided
the column into sections and prepared to attack farrells'
that night.v I was put under Conway and had Nap‘jarrelly,

larry Kieran and Sedn Sexton as comrades. The plan was to

L s
|
|

\ . *



-Iz-
blow the gable end out with a mine and capture the house.
My section proceeded to the school-house on the Grapard
road, that is the old school-house now. Whén the mine went
off we were to get on to the road and to sﬁodt our way into
the village, and by bayoneting and shooting tB take the hill
in the centre of the village at all costs. We were lying
outside the o0ld school-house for about four hﬁurs. It was
a cold‘frosty night. Conway and tpe others %ho had been
at Ardagullion were very tired and I had an aﬁkward Job
trying to ‘keep them awake, particularly "Nap" Farrelly.
A few times he did get "snoring® on me and I am sure he
could be heard a considerable distance away. 7 I had
wheaten bread with me and I gave them some of %his to chew
and this helped to keep them awake and seemed ;o put

: L
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strength into them,

Eventually the mine went up. We jumped éut on to the
road i@gﬁ&iately, Conway leading. We 1mmed1a§ely opened
firﬁﬁtﬂﬁ elear the road. / It was not very dar& - being a
frosty night. There was no reply to our fireq We charged
into the village and secured the hill at the cross-roads
without any resistance and opened fire on Farreils'.from
there. The garrison replied to our fire.‘ our 5ig Job
was to' prevent any-help coming to the garrisoﬁrfrom the
Longford~Granard or Ballinamuck areas. The other sections
of the column were in action from other‘points.‘ We called
the enemy some 1ove1y names and they replied in equally

bhad 1anguage, shouting up "Kilmallock™ and the names of
other places they had burned.

The enemy gent up numerous Verey lights of all colours,
some of them illuminating the country-side around for a
?onsiderable distance. Eventually Sedn signalled the

"Cease fire" on a whistle, and we withdrew. I understand

that three of the enemy were killed and some wounded. We
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had no casualties. I was supposed to have been killed
in this action and as I went on the "run® from that time
onward, and the neighbours not knowiﬁg this, they

believed that I was killed,
i
The column now moved out to Aughagreagh a few miles

outside Ballinalee and billeted in houses t@ere. The
following night the Tans burmed our foérge aid it was also op
that day they burned Herratys', Hannigans', Brackens!,
McGraths', Sedn Duffys' and Sedn Connolly's fathers place.
Farrell's shop was no longer tenahle, 80 the Tans
evacuated 1t and took over the schoolhouse ag a barracks,
They also took over Father Muntford's house, which was
close by. Several times we came intc the v%llage to see
if we could get a patrol of the Tans, but co@ld not
contact any. On_ seversal occasions also we fired a few
shots at the school~house just ﬁo harass fheﬁland keep
them in barracks. One night we succeeded 1n%shoot1ng
their searchlight out of adtion. They usually opened

up and fired for protracted periods with everything they

had, using up an enormous amouant of ammunition.

In January, I92I the column was billeted 'in Auggresah
in Cahills' and Billy Kelly's houses. Gallaéhan'was in
charge here. Sedn had staved on in Ball;naleé to
observé the enemy movements. Jim Sheeran andiM. Gormley
were with him. About 4 p.m. in: the evening I was just
going into Kellys' when I heard éhooting and iéices. I
recognised Sedn!s voice. I grabbed my rifleiand made
for Martin's cottage'accompanied by the "Bun™ McDowell.

I knew that Sedn was in Martin's cottage at this tige.
It is a very considerable distance across count?y. We

ran the whole way without speaking. When we got to the

b
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garden of the cottage someone fired a dhot and shguted
"Halt". It was my younger brother Peter an@ my sister
Kathleen that the Tans had halted. They sé:reamed.
Pﬁter was then a mere boy. I could see a ?an’s cap
appearingrover the hedge. The Tan challenged'PBter to
know where "McKeon"™ had gone to. He apparently thought
Peter was one of the Martins. This gave ms%alllthe
information that I wanted at the moment. I knew then
they bhad not got Sedn., We could not fire, és‘we were
afraid we would hit the children. The Tans ‘now fired
another shot and used very foul language to my mother and
the Miss Martins who had come back to the cottage. He
put all of them under arrest, but Peter and Kathieen
escaped while he was dealing with my mother apd the other
women , I knew that Sedn would have made back to the
column and that he would ambush them as they game away
from the cottage. I was afraid that my mothe} and the
others would be shot as he or the column aid not know that
they had been arrested. I ran back to £ et 9 ' s;vhich
was Headquarters of the column. Sedn had arrived there
and was gone with a party to ambush the Tans as I expected.
I had to pursue him again and I caught up with him as they
were getting into the ambush position. 4s a result of my
information he had to pull out apd let them go with their
pPrisoners or else run the horrible risk of shooting the
women . It was then dark. I cannot say how mgny of the
Tens were in it at this time.  They took the;wo@en
bPrisoners into Ballinalee. Thej released my mother next
morping bqt kept the Miss Martins for a month orfso. They
subsequently burned Martin's cottage and our haggard, but
did not burn our house. T think the idea ipn leaving the
Louse intact was to use it as a trap to catch us.. However,

1t never worked,
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That night we went to Martin's cottage. LThere was a
pool of blood where the D.I. had ﬁeen shot and a hole where the
hand grenade had explodeé. We removed the eloﬁhes and
provisions we had in Martins'. We fired a few Ehots across at
the schoolhouse and jeered at the Tans to annoy them. They
sént up several Verey lights. Evidently they tﬁought they
were. going to be attacked again. After this the column

moved to the Columcille area.

I now became 111 andi was sent away from the column to

rest and recuperate, and as a result I missed the ambush at
Clonfin. I was staying in James Dorrist's of Aughakieram,
Aughnacliff when I heard the'exploéion of the ﬁing at Clonfin.
% Jumped up immediately and made for the directioh of the
prlosion which was about six miles away. I met%the column
;t Greer Pettits of Ballinlough; Bunleathy. At this time
they had shaken off the enemy, who had pursued them. I

was delighted to see them again and to learn that\there were

no casualties, also that they had captured an amount of arms

and ammunition, including s Lewis gun. I reJoineﬁ the

column them and proceeded with ‘them to the Columcille area and
bLlleted there. A’ few days afterwards the enemy éurrounded
the area with some "thousands of men and thoroughly combed i
for us. Seven or eight of us got through their lines and
cqossed Lough Gowna in a boat into the County Cavaﬂ where we
st%yed for a day or so and then came back again to the

Columcille area, The column now moved to Crott Smear which

was a mountainous district. |

About this time Sedn was arrested at Mullingar when
returning by train from Dublin. Callaghan now took charge of
the c¢olumn. Sedn's arrest was a big blow to the morale of the
column, The men g0t disheartened and for a short while the

column became inactive. Mulligan and Geraghty I think went
: _ |
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to Dublin to see Collins and returned with a se?led order

1
from €Collins appointing Conway to take charge o? the column.
*Nap" Farrelly was appointed Adjutant-and I was appointed

-

Quartermaster.

L
t

In the meantime Sedn Connolly who was im XLeitrim and
was to returm to us to take over the columm.wasikilled by
the enmemy, he and his column being annihilated.% This was
another severe blow to our morale. ' |

Cur column got going again now and tried to%do something.
We went into Arva on three occasions and sniped the Tans'
Barracks. on the Ist May the column: moved to Fyhora and
billeted in two houses, one of which was Reillyé; I was in
Reillys. I awakened early {we had got to bed about 3 or

4 a.m.) and looked out an upstairs window., I saw two girls

belonging to the house on the street outside getging
firewood and started talking to %hem. Wé.wére héving Some

"back chat"™,at which they proved best. I turned round to’
call the "Bun“ McDowell who had a good "glib" tongue to come
Lo my assistance. As I pulled back from the window I could
see over a cow byre anﬂ to my amazement saw two Tams walking
across the fleld towards the house. I shouted at the
lads "Here are the Tans®. They thought I was joking at’

| first. I grabbed my rifle and pulled on my booti, the others

pulling om their clothes also, The Tans (two) were now in

the street in front of the house. The woman of the house

shouted t0 us "For the few minutes you are here,‘hére are
the Tans"™. ‘

h

The "Bun" McDowell, Pat Cooke and I shot the two Tans
from the window. No ‘more appeared and there was no return
fire. We rushed out of the house and took cover behind a
ditch until we saw that there were no more of them around.

We | then returned and took the dead Tana' revolvers. They
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were not carrying rifles} The rest of the colgmn Joined us
now and then all moved to Tom Kieran's and other houses around
Crott,. That incident finished any ﬁope of bringing off an
ambush that day. It appears the Tans had cqme‘to Reilly's
to arrest a lad named Kieran who was staying thére and 1ittle
did they realise they were walking into a columﬂ. The Tans

came out that evening and burned Reilliy's house.

Before this affair two of our lads had misbéhaved
themselves ip Carrigallen = committimg a small r?bbery. They
were dealt with in a disciplinary manper. We wére at this
time at'Mcgbown's of Nmollyf %ughnaclif. %f thé sam%;zayaﬂwr‘;
a consignment of ammunition had come from Dubliniin:thed lean
and was being glven out to be cleaned by the lad%. Davis

who was s3till acting as Quartermaster spotted a.ﬁifle‘

standing against a wall. He told Keenagh to see was it
loaded. Keemagh took the rifle and started to unload it by
the bolt action. ‘Davis“called out to him "Do yoﬁ want to
shoot some one, take.out the magaxzine™. Kéénagh%closed the
bolt and on trying %to remove the magaiine pressed'the

trigger instead. of the magaziné caﬁch and fired airound.
Gormley fell wounded im the knese. _“ﬁap“ Farrellj'dressed |
him and we got Doctor Keenagh from Balliﬁalee to attend him,
éhe Doctor said he would have to be got to hospital somehow. .
It was not for a couple of days that we succeeded in getting
him to a hospital in Dublin. By this time gangrene had set
in gnd poor Gbrmley'srleg had to be amputated.

I}

After Fyhora the column moved to the area of Clonwhelan
near Rathowen to ambush a ratrol of Tens. It was learmed
that the Tans in Rathowen had not been paid for six weeks

and that they were going into Edgeworthstown to draw their
money.  The column billeted at Dick White's of Clomwhelan.
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.White was a loca)l Commandant in the J.R.A. @hite's house

was in the fields well off the road and approached by an
avenue; At about II a.m. in the morning aftgr our arrival,
about twelve Tans were noticed coming in the airection

of the house. They were then a considerabdble ﬁistance away.
Conway lmmediately started to place the members of the

column in a position to deal with them. Gallégha@.and some
others suggested that we should not attack"theg unless

they came into the house but wait until the following day
when we could get them with the meney on them,ﬁhich we badly
needed at the time. 4 discussion on this propbsition took
place and a vote was taken as to whether they should be let ¢
g0 or not provided they did not try to enter thé house.

The proposal to let them go was carried by one vote. The
Tans ceme up to the door,and Dick White, the owner went

ocut and talked to them. Meanwhile we had them well

covered from the windows. There were about tweﬁve or
fourteen. of them there and, the ecolumn ‘was about twenty-five
in the house.' (They were a sitting target for ué. White
had a revolver on him and had arranged that if the Tans

were going to enter the ‘house he would fire at them and

then dive indoors.

The Tans had only come to check ﬁp on White about some
dogs and departed peacefully. Little did they realise that
while they were there, each man was covered by at least one

or two rifles ready to fire and that they were so- close to
death.

The next morning we took up positions for the ambush
on the Rathowen side of Edgeworthstown. .The local I.R.A. men
had arranged to bloeck the road on the Mullingar side of
Rathowen to prevent any reinforcements coming from that gide

to} the Tans. They had a large tree,ready for felling, across

the road. fThis was rartly Sawed through during thé Previous
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night. Unfortunately this tree fell during the night or
early morning, blocking the road,and instead ofithe Tans

proceeding to Edgeworthstown they went out on the other side

~of Rathowen to clear the obstruction ahd none came our way.

The result was that we neither got the Tans or tpe money -
much to the disgust of us all but particularly Callaghan
and his pals who had voted the previous day to 1§t them go.

By this time,Fred Aherne ,who was from the Cavan area ,and
B;EQ; Flaherty had become members of the column. We now
moved back again to the Columcille area, We cogld'not
reﬁain_around Clonwhelan as we did not know the Qeople there
and therefore could not rely on them. Some shoft time

before the Truce the whole columm moved to White's of

Clonwhelan again,and on the evening we arriﬁed tﬁbrs we moved
on again to the village of Streete. We were going to
ambush a "curfew® patrol of Tans that used to come from
Rathowen to'Streéte. The patrol came out somewhat earlier
than usual this night and odly some of the columnghad'got
into posifion when it arrived. Jack Moore was in charge of
this particular party. _He had to open fire befofe the
remainder could get in, The column had to cfoss{the road to
get Into ﬁosition but before we could do so the pgtrol arrived,
TLO Tans were wounded, the remainder took cover in!the houses
and returned the fire. We could not hope to dealiwith them
in that position and even if we tried we would endénger the
lives of the people in the houses, so we had to withdraw.

We had no easualties.

We returned after this to Aughnaclif agaim and a few days

after the Truce came into force. The column now disbanded
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and we all made for home taking our arms with @s. We were
all glad to be back home and to get a decent rést and regular
foed. We were after golng through a rough tiﬁe and were

An prettj bad form, feellng tired but still gaQB to carry on

‘the fight if neeessary. We still had about one hundred
rounds of .303 each. It had become increasingiy hard, if

not impossible at this stage to make a capture from the enemy.
From the time Sedn was arrested we did not seem@to have ﬁhe
same "luck" in our operations and the enemies mérale had

gone up. They had become increasimgly bold noﬁ, and were

pbutting the pressure on very‘sevefely since thef had got
Sedrr behind the"bars?

. - (—:— . : -
Signed; Mﬁ,ﬂapm

Date; // l{( O F L9540

Witness; tw?@ | ‘.
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